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A message from our Chair

At The Countess of Brecknock Hospice, we are privileged to provide expert care and
support for local people living with life-limiting illnesses, as well as for those closest
to them.

Our specialist services are delivered through our Inpatient Unit, our Living Well Day
Centre, and by our Community Palliative Care Team in people's own homes. Every
service we provide is offered free of charge, ensuring that anyone who needs our
care can access it, regardless of their circumstances.

We are fortunate to have a dedicated team of outstanding clinicians, staff and
volunteers who provide compassionate, expert care to our patients and their
families. At any one time, we support patients in our 10-bed Inpatient Unit and
almost 300 people receiving care in the community. Their professionalism, kindness
and commitment make an extraordinary difference to the lives of those facing some
of life's most difficult challenges.

As a charity, our ability to continue this vital work relies heavily on the generosity of
our community. Donations, fundraising activities and gifts left in Wills all play an
essential role in helping us provide the care, comfort and dignity that patients and
families deserve.

A gift in your Will is one of the most meaningful ways you can support the Hospice.
By choosing to remember The Countess of Brecknock Hospice in this special way,
you will create a lasting legacy of care, helping us to provide comfort, peace and
expert support for generations to come.

On behalf of everyone at the Hospice, thank you for considering leaving a gift in your
Will. Your kindness will have a profound and lasting impact on the lives of local
people and their families when they need us most.

With sincere thanks

Mrs Clare Scheckter DL
Chair of Trustees
The Countess of Brecknock Hospice Trust



Thank you for considering leaving a gift in your Will
to The Countess of Brecknock Hospice

The Countess of Brecknock Hospice has
proudly been providing care and
support to local patients with life-
limiting conditions and their families
since we first opened our doors in 1990.

During this time, we have directly
supported thousands of people within
the local community - each with their
own unique story, and each receiving
their own personalised suport - and
touched the lives of thousands more.

We understand that not everyone is able to support the Hospice in the way
they would like. Leaving a gift in your Will costs nothing today, but it can help
us provide dignity, comfort, peace and expert care for generations to come.

There are several ways you can support The Countess of Brecknock Hospice
through a gift in your Will. You may choose to leave one of the following:

Share of your estate (Residuary gift)

When you choose to give a percentage of your estate after all other
gifts, debts, and expenses have been paid. This is the most valuable
type of gift because its value can increase over time, helping your
generosity go even further.

Everyone should have a Will, whatever their age or circumstances. We can
help you tick another important piece of life admin off your list!



We chatted to Rick Bowie about his late father John, and
his choice to leave a gift to The Countess of Brecknock

Hospice in his Will.

Dad grew up in post-war London,
living in a house shared with four
other families. Dad married and
decided to move his wife and sons
out of London to Andover for a better
life. Throughout his life, he always
worked hard, first as a printer, then
making furniture and even snooker
cues!

As Dad would often say, he was
‘not bad for a kid who got dragged
up in the slums of London!’

When he took early retirement, he spent his days travelling the world. He
was incredibly sociable and loved meeting new people, happily chatting
to anyone he met. He even carried dog treats in his pocket despite not
having a dog just so he could strike up a conversation! With a wide circle
of friends, he truly lived life to the full.

When Dad became unwell in his later years, he began attending the
Living Well Day Centre at The Countess of Brecknock Hospice. The
companionship, entertainment, care and support he found there made
a huge difference to his life, and he attended regularly for around four
years. He built wonderful relationships with the Hospice team - without
their support he simply wouldn'’t have coped as well in his later years.



A few short weeks before he passed away, Dad rewrote his Will to leave
gifts to his family and several charities, including the Hospice. He had
worked hard and saved throughout his life and was proud that his
legacy could benefit both the people he loved and the Hospice that had
supported him.

Our family has had a connection with the
Hospice for many years. My nan and my sister-
in-law both received care there, so we know
first-hand how incredible the support they
provide is. We want to help ensure that care
continues for future families, so family
members are taking part in challenge events,
we've raised money through car boot sales,
and plan to use the Hospice's free Will-writing
service to leave a gift ourselves. Dad would
certainly have appreciated that it was free!

Dad passed away in 2025, and although we miss him every day, we
take comfort in knowing that his final gift will help other people receive
the same care, friendship and support that meant so much to him. It’s
a legacy that reflects the generous, practical and kind-hearted person
he always was.

Sarah Jarman, Charity Director at The Countess of
Brecknock Hospice Trust, said:

John was a well-known and much-loved member
of our Hospice community. He was a charming
man who brought laughter and fun to everyone at
the Living Well Day Centre.

The generous gift he left to the Hospice in his Will will help ensure that
many more people in our community can access the same care,
support and companionship that meant so much to him.

Even if you don't need our services right now, our doors are always open.
We'd love to welcome you for a visit and show you the difference your
support can make.



Making a Will ensures that your wishes are carried out after you die. Without one,
your estate will be distributed according to the law, meaning you cannot choose who
benefits from your generosity.

Around a third of people in the UK die intestate (without a Will). This can lead to
additional stress, delays, and expense for family members and loved ones at an
already difficult time. You can write a Will at any stage of your life, but the best time
to do it is now.

A Will puts you in control. It means you can:

Decide who inherits your assets. You can ensure your family, friends, and the
causes you care about benefit from your generosity after you die.

Choose guardians for your children. If you have children under 18, you can
o nominate the people you trust to care for them should the worst happen.

Protect your unmarried partner. If you and your partner are not married or in a
civil partnership, they do not automatically inherit your estate under the law in
England. Stepchildren also have no automatic right to inherit.

Help prevent future conflict. A carefully drafted Will provides clear instructions,
helping to reduce misunderstandings, simplify probate, and minimise legal
complications and expense.

e Appoint someone you trust to manage your estate. Your executor (or personal
representative) will be responsible for administering your estate, paying any
debts, and distributing your assets according to your wishes.

o Include personal gifts and charitable donations. You may wish to leave a gift
to The Countess of Brecknock Hospice, as well as to family, friends, or other
charities that are important to you.

Remember to review your Will whenever your circumstances change, such as after
marriage, divorce, the birth of a child, or buying a home. Make sure your executors and
loved ones know where your signed Will is stored.

People often think Wills are only for the wealthy, but if you have children, savings, a
home, pets, digital accounts, or specific wishes about your belongings, having a Will is
one of the most important things you can do. Writing a Will can be quicker and
simpler than you might think. Don't put it off.



We're delighted to partner with expert Will writers Make A Will Online who have
taken the headache out of Will writing with a quick and easy free online service.

Make a Will Online provide a professional, simple, secure and solicitor-checked online
Will writing service for our supporters.

v Free to use
v Solicitor checked
v Secure online process
v Complete in as little as 20 minutes

Every Will is reviewed by a fully qualified solicitor and, if you have any legal questions
along the way, support is available from their in-house legal team.

There is absolutely no obligation to leave a gift to The Countess of Brecknock Hospice
in your free Will, although we would be incredibly grateful if you choose to do so. By
planning for the future, you can help us continue providing quality of life to the end of
life for local patients and families.

For complex estates, if you have adult dependent relatives or property overseas, you
may prefer to speak to your own solicitor.

Visit www.makeawillonline.co.uk/cobh to get started!

If you would like to speak to a local solicitor, please get in touch
with us directly at info@cobh.org.uk or on 01264 835288.

Everything in one As simple as Make a solicitor-
place 1,2, 3. checked will online
in minutes

o @ :


https://website/
https://email/

Your Gift Makes a Difference

Every penny you donate helps provide dignity, comfort, compassion, and
expert care, making a lasting difference today and for generations to
come. We are grateful for gifts of all sizes.

£500 could fund arts and crafts activities in the Living Well Day Centre for
one year.

£1,000 could train a member of staff to provide bereavement support for
children.

£4,500 could purchase a bespoke rise and recliner chair to ensure a
patient’'s comfort.

£10,000 could fund a specialist community palliative care nurse to deliver
exceptional care and comfort for two months.

£15,000 could buy a “cuddle bed”, allowing partners and family members
to lie side-by-side with their loved ones.

£25,000 could help fund the Hospice at Home call out service for a year to
support patients overnight.

£50,000 could help a specialist nurse to deliver a transfusion service at the
hospice.




Before making your Will, it is helpful to have the following information to hand:

v The names and addresses of everyone you wish to include in your Will.
v Details of any specific gifts or personal items you would like to leave to

family, friends, or charities.

If you choose to leave a gift to The Countess of Brecknock Hospice in your
Will, we promise to:

Use your gift carefully and responsibly to maximise its benefit for local patients
and their families.

Respect your privacy. Your Will is a personal matter, and we will always treat
any conversations about your plans with sensitivity and confidentiality.

Respect your wishes. Whether or not you choose to tell us about your gift is
entirely up to you.

Put your loved ones first. We understand that caring for your family and friends
will always be your priority.

Act professionally and respectfully when administering any gift left to us.

Provide information and guidance where we can. While we cannot offer legal
advice, we can signpost you to trusted sources of information and support.



If you wish to leave us a gift in your Will, please use the following information:

The Countess of Brecknock Hospice Trust
Brecknock House

Henry Gamman Drive

Andover

Hampshire SP10 3LB

Registered charity number 1067238

If you choose to leave a gift to The Countess of Brecknock Hospice in your Will, or
have already included us in your existing Will, we would be grateful if you would let us
know, although the decision is entirely yours. Your Will remains private, and you are
free to change it at any time. Knowing about your intended gift simply helps us plan
for the future and continue providing expert care for generations to come.

For more information or to let us know about your Will, please get in touch with us at
info@cobh.org.uk or 01264 835288, or complete the form and return it to the address
above.

Thank you for supporting local hospice care for future generations.

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Email:

[] I'have already written my Will and included a legacy to The Countess of
Brecknock Hospice

[ lintend to include a legacy to The Countess of Brecknock Hospice in my Will.

O would like to know more about gifts in Wills and would like to be contacted by
telephone or email

|:| JOIN OUR MAILING LIST
I would like to be kept up to date with news and information about The
Countess of Brecknock Hospice and ways to support us, including about our
fundraising events and activities, by Telephone or Email
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